Exemplar paragraph  – ‘Catrin’

‘the tight

Red rope of love which we both

Fought over.’

Imagery

Duffy uses several violent images in ‘Catrin’ which one would not expect to read in a poem named after her daughter. The metaphor ‘the tight / Red rope of love’ has a mixture of connotations within it: ‘love’ and ‘red’ both appearing to represent the sentimental aspect of motherly love and yet within this metaphor, they portray an image of rage and hostility. On a basic level, the ‘red rope’ is a metaphor for the umbilical cord which connects the blood supply between the baby and mother. Although a sign of ‘love’, the mother sharing her own bodily functions with her unborn baby, there is no doubt that the baby technically drains the mother’s energy (an illusion can be made here to Sylvia Plath’s poem, ‘Metaphor’ in which she describes pregnancy as eating a ‘bag of green apples’) which is why this ‘red’ blood is - using an active verb to convey the physicality - ‘fought over’; both mother and baby are subconsciously fighting to survive. 

In addition, Duffy ensures the emphasis is places on ‘the tight’ aspect of this ‘rope’. Although this metaphor demonstrates the absolute necessity of the mother womb and umbilical cord in creating and nurturing this baby, the pre-modifying adjective, ‘tight’ gives the impression this ‘red rope’ could also be a metaphor for the noose strangling around the mother’s neck. Yes, the rope is derived from ‘love’ but yet, it is asphyxiating nonetheless. This metaphor to demonstrate strangulation illustrates the death of the woman and the birth of the mother. By following this metaphor through fully, the woman is strangled slowly over the nine months by this metaphorical ‘rope’ and during the baby’s birth, the woman is reborn as a mother. Again, this image Duffy creates is in polar opposition to the stereotypical view of motherhood. In fact, the image of labour is more closely connected to visions of war which is why the active verb ‘fought’ is more fitting than first appears. 
